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Planning your estate is one
of the most important
decisions you can make
during your lifetime.
We provide a complete
consultancy service
which includes:
• Basic Wills
• Trust Wills
• Lasting Power of Attorney
• Estate Administration
• Severance of Tenancy
• Document Storage

The Rules of Intestacy
If you die without a legally valid
Will in place, your estate will be
distributed in accordance with the
Rules of Intestacy.
The Rules of Intestacy determine
how your estate is to be
distributed after the payment of
all your debts and liabilities,
testamentary expenses and
funeral costs.
The rules may not divide your
estate how you would like.
For example, If you are married or
have a civil partner and they
survived you, then they would
inherit the first £270,000 of your
estate and half of the rest, the
other half is divided between your
children.

The Rules of intestacy do not
recognise ‘unmarried partners’
and therefore no provision is
made for them. For this, a Will
would be required.
Children includes natural,
adopted and illegitimate but
excludes step-children. If any child
dies before you, leaving their own
children then those children take
equally the amount that their
parent would have received if
he/she had survived.
For clients who have step children
and want them to inherit, it would
be advisable to make a Will.
Without a Will, your next of kin
would need to apply to the court
in order to administer your estate.

For peace of mind
and certainty, it is
advisable to make
a Will and know
how your estate
would be divided.

Will Writing

Typical clauses contained in a Will

One of the main purposes for
planning your estate is
ensure that you choose who

• Revocation clause - revoke any former Will or codicil

whether they are family,
friends, charities or other
organisations.

• Guardianship - person(s) you appoint to look after your children

By making a Will family
disputes are minimised.

• Beneficiaries of remaining assets (residue of the estate)

Without a Will your estate
would be divided according
to the Rules of Intestacy and
may not result in your assets
being distributed as you
would wish.

• Executor appointment - this is who will deal with your estate

• Gifts of property, money or possessions

• Attestation clause - signatures of testator and witnesses

Basic Wills

Trust Wills

A Basic Will is the simplest
type of Will. It would make
provision that everything
would be passed to your
spouse or children (if your
spouse had already died) or
any other people or charity
of your choice.

A Trust Will is more powerful
than a Basic Will and can
safeguard your assets for
many years. They enable you
to put into place
arrangements to take care of
your loved ones even after
the death of your partner.

You can appoint Executors
and Guardians in the Will and
specify any gifts which you
would like to make.

If you place assets into a trust
after your death, your
surviving partner cannot

However, Basic Wills do not
protect your assets from
certain situations, such as
remarriage and sideways
disinheritance.
If a couple make Basic Wills
together they ofter ‘mirror’
each other’s wishes. This is
known as a Mirror Will.

distributed once they die.
Your wishes are already in
partner to enjoy the asset
while they are alive and then
choose whom it will pass to
once they die.

If your partner then needs long
term care you can ensure that
the assets that belong to you
are not available for payment of
their care costs.

“I was looking to sort my Will and
Duncan Turner Associates made
it happen in a simple smooth
process. Tim came to my home
explained the procedure and
made sure I understood the
important points. I have no
hesitation in recommending
Duncan Turner Associates.”

Jointly owned property
Jointly owned property, such as a house or a
bank account will pass automatically to the
survivor on the death of a joint owner.
In order for a trust in your Will to work, the joint
tenancy will need to be severed.
By severing the joint tenancy to create a defined
share (usually 50:50), that share can be left only
to the beneficiaries that you choose in your Will.
We can draft the necessary documents and send
them to HM Land Registry on your behalf for
registration.
The survivor can be granted the ‘right to reside’
in the property for a fixed term or for their life, or
until they go into care. They can downsize if they
want to, but it must eventually pass to the
specified beneficiaries in the Will.

You should nominate a minimum of
one Executor in your Will, although
most people choose to appoint a
substitute as well (in the event one
may be unable to act for whatever
reason).

Call 0330 311 0910 for
more information or to book
your free consultation.

Discretionary Trusts
In certain circumstances it
is appropriate to include a
Discretionary Trust (DT) in
your Will.

Such circumstances could
include:

Whilst assets are held in a
DT they do not belong to
be protected.

through divorce
proceedings.

and those with disabilities

Our experienced consultants
can sit down with you and
provide expert guidance and
advice on making sure that
the right Will clauses are used
to suit your needs and
circumstances.

not have any automatic
right to receive the money
and/or property held in the
trust.

if they inherit over
threshold amounts.
Amounts could be ‘drip-fed’
to them when needed.

They can tailor solutions for
you to ensure that your
wishes are expressed in the
Will and will be carried out.

The Trustees will decide
when to distribute assets or
income out of the trust and
how much a beneficiary
will receive, if anything.

• Children or grandchildren
who are not mature
enough to deal with large
sums of money.

trust, which give the people
you appoint as your
Trustees considerable
powers over how the trust
assets are handled.

through bankruptcy.

Any questions?

0330 311 0910

Lasting Power of Attorney (Finance)
A Lasting Power of Attorney
(LPA) allows the appointment
of one or more people of
your choice (attorneys)
to manage your affairs
when you cannot.
There are different types of
LPA:
• Financial Decisions
• Health and Care Decisions
You can also put in place a
separate LPA Financial
Decisons in respect of any
business or company you
own or run (see overleaf ).

People normally choose
those closest to them to act
as their attorneys. It is also
possible to appoint
replacement attorneys to
take over if your attorneys
are no longer able to act.
LPAs should be made when
you have the mental
capacity to make them. If
you leave it too late, your
family may have to make an
application to the Court of
Protection for a deputy to be
appointed. This is a costly
and lengthy process.
An LPA Financial Decisions
gives your attorneys the

authority to act on your behalf
in financial matters such as:
• Paying bills, loans and
mortgages
• Authorising repairs to your
property
• Buying and/or selling your
home
• Making investments
• Making normal gifts to
people for special occasions.

“We have recently updated
our Wills and LPAs. Duncan
Turner Associates came
highly recommended and
Tim Turner did not
disappoint.”

Lasting Power of Attorney
(Health)

Lasting Power of Attorney
(Business)

An LPA Health and Care Decisions
allows your attorneys to make
decisions regarding all of your
health and welfare circumstances
but only in the event of you losing
mental capacity.

How would your business fare if
you were unable to contribute to
the running of it anymore? When
you own a business, it’s important
to consider whether a separate

The types of decisions your
attorneys can make include:

matters is appropriate. In most
cases it will be.

• Those relating to where you live
• The type and quality of care you
receive.
• The type of medicines and
treatment you should or should
not receive.
• Making end of life decisions for
you.

Unless you have created a
business LPA, your future
representative(s) will have to
make an application to the Court
of Protection for a deputy to be
appointed.

Without an LPA Health and Care
Decisions, your family will not be
able to access this information for
you.

It is important to note that until a
deputy is appointed, crucial day to
day operations may not be able to
be carried out because your
representatives may not have the
authority to do them.

“I was very
impressed by this
service; professional,
relevant and most
helpful.”

Estate Administation
Estate administration is the process
of dealing with a person’s legal,
financial and personal tax affairs
•
after they have died.
Whether appointed as an Executor
• is
in a Will, or the next of kin if there
no Will, your responsibilities will
include:
•
• Gathering all information
•
• Contacting all beneficiaries and
dealing with their questions
• Applying for the Grant of Probate
• •Closing bank accounts
• Paying debts
•
• Ensuring the family tree
information is correct
• •Dealing with shares and
investments
• Completing Inheritance Tax forms
• Completing Income Tax forms
• Dealing with Capital Gains Tax
• Dealing with specialist legal work

The Executor’s role is to locate all assets, pay tax and debts, and
distribute any remaining money, possessions and property in
accordance with the instructions in the Will. This can be time
consuming and a stressful experience.
If there is no Will, the personal representative is called an
‘administrator’. This is usually a close relative. An administrator
will need to apply for a grant of representation before they
have any authority to deal with the estate.

Estate Administration
Important
Considerations

Appointing
Professionals
To Do The Work

Dealing with the administration
of someone’s estate can take
many months (not weeks),
depending on the complexity of

You can choose to administer
the estate by yourself
(together with any other
appointed Executors) and
assume the responsibilities
and risks of the position or you
may prefer to appoint a

carry out this role, make sure
it.
Choosing to administer the
estate yourself you can reduce
costs, but you must deal with a
lot of paperwork and take on a
lot of responsibility.
You are legally responsible for
meeting ALL legitimate claims
(including tax).
If you don’t act correctly, you
could become personally liable
for any errors and be sued by
one or more of the

work on your behalf.
For your total peace of mind,
Duncan Turner Associates
have partnered with Kings
Court Trust as our preferred
provider of estate
administration services.
This unique service means that
you can leave the challenging
tasks involved with estate
administration to them all for a

“Kings Court Trust dealt
with my late father’s estate
in a professional and caring
way.
We were contacted
regularly on the progress
and any issues that arose
were dealt with promptly.
We cannot thank you
enough for all the work
they have done in helping
us.”

Why choose us?
Duncan Turner Associates is a
specialist estate planning legal
services company based in
Nottingham and has offices at
Peterborough and Saltburn.
We provide a complete
consultancy service which
includes the preparation and
registering of Wills, Trust Wills
and Lasting Powers of Attorney.



As regulated professionals, all our legal staff are highly trained and
competent in estate planning.



We offer a FREE consultation to discuss your needs and a choice of
appointment times to suit you.



We offer fixed fees instead of hourly rates for transparency.



Duncan Turner Associates is a member of the Institute of Professional
Willwriters and complies with their Code of Practice approved by the
Chartered Trading Standards Institute.



For your complete peace of mind, our Professional Indemnity
Insurance covers every case up to £2,000,000.

At Kings Court Trust, estate
 We offer an ‘Urgent Service’ if a Will is needed quickly or unexpectedly.
administration is all we do. Our Tax
and Legal Team can advise on any
situation and can take care of it all.
We know how to handle intestacy,
locate missing beneficiaries, deal
with foreign shares and reseal a
Grant of Probate.

What to do next
Everyone’s circumstances
that’s why we like to discuss
your circumstances in
person.

We’re happy to come and
visit you at your home at a
convenient time to suit you.
Evening appointments are
available.

To book your FREE no
obligation consultation,
call us on:

0115 981 0900 or
01733 627 080

Nottingham
(Head Office)

Peterborough

Saltburn-By-The-Sea

70 Monksway
Silverdale
Nottingham
NG11 7FH

82 Peterborough Road,
Eye,
Peterborough,
PE6 7YB

15 The Zetland,
Marine Parade,
Saltburn-By-The-Sea
TS12 1BU

0115 981 0900

01733 627 080

0330 311 0910
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